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1 . NORWEGIAN TRADE UNION FEDERATION PRESIDENT TOR 
ASPENGREN APPROACHED NORWEGIAN OWNERS OF TIMEX POR- 
TUGAL RECENTLY TO UNDERLINE GRAVITY OF PROBLEM IN 
PORTUGAL AND URGE THEIR COOPERATION IN AVOIDING 
DISMISSALS, ACCORDING TO LO INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY 
SANDEGREN. SANDEGREN SAID LABOR "STUDY GROUP" 

WHICH VISITED PORTUGAL RECENTLY (REFTEL) ALERTED 
ASPENGREN TO PROBLEM. 

2. FOREIGN MINISTRY PORTUGUESE DESK ALSO ADVISES 

THAT TORE BOEGH, DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, 
EXPRESSED NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT CONCERN ABOUT TIMEX 
PORTUGAL SITUATION TO FRED OLSEN, MAJORITY SHARE 
HOLDER IN TIMEX, ON MARCH 12TH. OLSEN EXPLAINED 
ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES TIMEX PORTUGAL HAS HAD 
SINCE 1974, BUT SAID COMPANY HAS TAKEN AND IS TAKING 
INTO ACCOUNT DELICATE POLITICAL SITUATION IN PORTUGAL. 
OLSEN IS REPORTED TO HAVE TOLD BOEGH THAT TIMEX 
IS CURRENTLY NEGOTIATING WITH PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT 
WITH A VIEW TO REDUCTION TO A THREE DAY WORK 
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